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NeoAlBkn kepapkn ano to onnAaio MeAekntwy, Katw Zakpoc:
TIPOKATAPKTLKA OULTTEPACHOATO

ABSTRACT

This brief paper presents the main characteristics and relative dating of the Neolithic pottery
from the Pelekita Cave, near Kato Zakros in eastern Crete. It is based on the preliminary
study of the pottery recovered from both the older (1979, 1982, 1985) and more recent
excavations (2014-2015). The area of excavation was concentrated along the back wall of
the first chamber (Chamber 1) of the cave. Chamber 1 is rock-shelter-like, open to air and
sunlight; the four deeper chambers of the cave were not explored.

The pottery recovered in Chamber 1 is associated with a series of hearths and a semi-circular
built feature that was perhaps constructed as a sheep-pen in the south-west corner of the
chamber. Most of the pottery has dark-colored surfaces and is well burnished. The vessel
shapes and morphological characteristics of handle types and decoration are best paralleled
at Knossos (and by extension, Katsambas). In the Knossian chronology (Tomkins 2007),
Pelekita can be dated as early as the Early Neolithic and as late as the early Final Neolithic
(Tompkin’s FN 1), but a more conservative estimate suggests a mainly Late Neolithic date,
with perhaps a few pieces dating earlier or later, ca. 5900-4500 /4000 BC. Parallels can also
be found on the mainland, but ones from the Cyclades and Dodecanese are not as useful
due to their widely varying relative chronologies. Radiocarbon dates for Pelekita are not yet
available and are planned for the future.

NEZEIz KAEIAIA: NeoABwkr Kprtn, NeoABikn Kepapkn, XpovoAdynan, apxatoloyia Twv ornnAaiwv

TOMNOOEZIA, MEPITPA®H KAI IZTOPIA TON ANAZKAOQN

To onAato twv Mekekntwyv Bploketal 5XAU. BopeloavaToAkd Tou MIVWLKOU avakTopou TG
Kdtw ZAakpou Kal vOTLoSUTIKA Tou UikpoU KOATou KapoUpeg mou BploKeTal OTLG UTIWPELEG TOU
o0poug Tpaootadog (Lopetpo 515 W.), otnv avatoAtkn akti tg Kpntng (Ew. 1). To oriAaio twv
MeAeknTwy gival éva amd ta peyaAutepa otnv Kpntn, pe cuvolikn éktaon 4,500 p? Kal HRKog
TouAdytotov 310 . (Ewk. 2).
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Ewk. 1. H Béon twv onnAaiwyv twv MNeAekntwy otnv KpAtn. (O Xxaptng TnG cuyypadewd.)
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Ewk. 2. O top€ag tng avackadnc. (To oxédlo petd tov Aafapa 1979, oy. 1.)
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Ew. 3. H elcobocg
TOu omnAaiou

TpOG ta fopeLo-
QVOTOALKG OE OXEON
Ue tn Balaooa.

(H dwroypadia

NG Susan Ferrence.)

To onAato €xel mMévte PeyaAous BaAdpoug mou ¢Tavouv £we Kat 45 [, TTAATOG KAl opKETOUG,
otevotepoug Stadpopouc. Mua pikpn AtpvoUAa (5,5 W uRkogx 1,2 p. mAdtogx 1 . B&Boc) Bpioke-
TOL OTa £YKATO TOU omnAaiou (og faBog 51 . and tnv eicodo Tou onnAaiou). Ztoucg Babutepoug
BaAdpouc BpEBnke MAOUOLOG OTAAQKTLTIKOG KOl OTOAQYLLTIKOG SLAKOGHOG Kol Beapatikol oykoALBoL.

To onnAato mAPe To OVOUA TOU oMo TO OPWVUMO Mvwikd Aatopeio otn BopeloavatoAikr
oktn. Elvat emiong yvwotd katl wg «ZmNAalo tng ZUKLAG» AdYw TNG LEYAANG CUKLAG TTOU KATIOTE
Bplokotav otnv eicodo. To otouLo tou onnAaiov £xeL (mepimou) 11,5 W mAGToC, 6 WU, UPOC Kal
Bploketal og vPopeTpo 98 U. amd TNV emipavela tng Bahaccag (Ewk. 3). H elcodog dev eival
opatn amd TNV akt oAAd Ta évtova ykpila Bpdxla ou KpEUovTalL MAvVW Omd TNV icodo
Tou onnAaiou daivovral and t Bdlacoa (Ewk. 4). 2 uépa pe kabapn atudodalpa ta vnold

Ew. 4. H Béon

Tou onnAaiou,
onwg daivetal
aro tn BdAacoa.
(H dwroypadia
™G oLYYPAPEWS.)
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Ew. 5. H B€on
Tou onnAaiou
ue tnv Kapmabo
Kat tnv K&oo
oto ¢ovro.

(H dwrtoypadia
amno to Google
Earth.)

¢ Kaoou kat tng KaprmdaBou eival opatd
amnod tnv elcodo tou omnAaiou ota Popelo-
avotoAtkd (Ew. 5).

To 1963 10 onnAato e€epeuvrnBnKe amod Tov
onnAatoAoyo EAeuBéplo MAatdakn (1978)
Kal To 1969 xaptoypadnOnke arnd pia pikpn
opada tng EAANVIKAG InmnAatoloyikng Etat-
pelag pe emikepoAng tov lwavvn lwavvou
(1970). To omAAawo €xeL avaokadel mévie
dopég kata tn Stapkela SUo avaokadIKwy
arootoAwv (1979, 1982, 1985, 2014 kat 2015).
OL avackadég Eekivnoav amd tov Kwotn
AaBdpa (1987, 1989) kal cuvexlotnkav He
™ PBonBela tng ABavacioag Kavra. H Kavta
OUVEXLOE TIG avookad£g to 2014 katto 2015
Me tnv adela tnG Edopeiag NaraloavOpw-
noAoyiag & ImnAatoloyiag Notiou EANGSaG.
H avaokadn meplopiotnke otov Odlapol,
gval Bpoxwdeg kataduylo &V HEPEL OVOLYTO
T(POG TOV oupavo Kat To dwg tou NnAovu (Ek. 6).

Ewk. 6. OL TEPLOYEC TWV QVAOKADWY
oto TunAua 1. (O xdptng tng Miriam Clinton.)
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Ew. 7. H olyxpovn
Sladpopun péoa
0TOo OTALO.

(H dwroypadia
NG OLYYPADEWG.)

Aev elval ocadég wg NTav n elcodog Tou omnAaiou Katd Tnv mpoiotopia. ZRpepa n kaBodog oto
onnAato €xel évtovn katwdépela (Ewk. 7). H onpepLvr akKToypapprn Kovid oto onnAato ival
Bpaxwdnc xwplc mapaiia A Awwavy, oAAd kotd th NeoAlBwkr mepiodo, 6tav n otadun tng
Balaocoag Atav YapUnAoTepn, UTINPXE £vag LeYaAog Udalog mpog ta avatoAka (Vokotopoulos
2007).

AT6 TN Méon wg tnv apxn tng TeAkng NeoABikng meptodou (MN-TN Il Kvwoou) to onAato
xpnotpornondnke w¢ kataduylo avbpwnwv kat {wwv. Itn NA ywvia tov GaAduou 1 kata-
OKEUAOTNKE €VOC NULKUKALKOG Toixog avtlotnpléng, oxnuoatilovtag évav KAELOTO XWPO Tou
lowg xpnolpomolndnke wg pavipa yia npopata (Eik. 8). EEw amnd autr tnv neploxn Ppédnkav
Ll OELPA ECTLWV KaL HLKPA euprjpata (oPlavoc and tn MnAo, ootd, 6otpea, AiBwva epyaleia).

Etk. 8. H «KUKAL-
K KOTQLOKEUNR»
(mBavov and
€vav Tolxo;)’
pLa pavtpa

0Tn VOTLoSUTIKA
ywvia Tou
TuApatog 1.

(H dwroypadia
™¢ Susan
Ferrence.)
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Ew. 9. Kepapikr pe peravn oti\Bwaon:
BablEg dLaleg, KAeLOTO ayyelo kal
. KUTteAo. (H dwtoypadia Tou Xpovn
MamavIKOAOTIOUAOU. )

NEOAIOIKH KEPAMIKH

H mAslovotnta ¢ Kepapikng dpépel pelavrn otiABwon, evw UTAPXOUV Kal PEPLKA ayysia
pe kadg, dalég, UTIOAEUKEG Ko epuBpég emidaveleg (Ek. 9). TuvnBwg oL emudAveleg elval KOAd
oT\Bwpéves. H Stakoounon (Aeukn Badn, kupatoeldng oTABwTr], TAQOTIKN KOl EyXAPAKTN)

elvol omavia.

levikd o mMNAOG Sev €xel eykAelopata, o€ KATOLEG TIEPUTTWOELG £lval NUL-XOVEPOELSNG Kol
omavia xovdpoeldn¢. H 1o kolvr Kepaptkn UAN cuviotatal otnv npoodnkn acBeotitn (calcite-
tempered) al\d £xouv tautomnotnBei kot GAAEC (r.x. «MipopméA\o» pe ypavo-8lopitn, He Hika,
pe xaAadia kal pe BpuppaTIONEVN KEpOULKD). Ta ayyela xpnotomnolnénkay yla to oepPiploua,
TNV KatavaAwon dpayntou Kal motou, kabwg Kal mbavotata yia To payeipepa.

MoAAd amd Ta onacpeva ayyeia dpaivetal otL emiokevdotnkav (Ewk. 10) (pe tn dSnuoupyia
OTWV KOL TN OUYKOAANON TWV OMACUEVWYV TUNMATWY), €VW UTIAPXOUV Kal Bpauvoparta,
ta omnoia Stapopdpwdnkav wg kepapkol diokot (Ewk. 10B) kal prmopel va xpnolpomnotouvtay
w¢ opovdUALL, TOVLIA TTOUXVISLWY 1 AVTOAAOKTIKA «KouTtoviay. Emiong, Bpalopata ooTpakwy

Ewk. 10. Kepapikn pe peravn otiABwon:

(a) emokevaopéva ayyela, (B) kepapikol
Slokol, obovSUALa, TILOVIAL TIAYVISLWY

1 QVTOAAQKTIKG «KOUTTOVLALY,

(v) kepapika epyaleia (emetepyaoiag
Sepudtwy A ylo tn otiABwon KepapKWY
ayyeiwv). (H dwrtoypadia tng cuyypadewd.)
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Ewk. 11. Aado-
PETIKEC AaPEg

UE KepATOELSE(C
anodUoELG.

(Ol dbwtoypadieg
Kol To oxedla

™G ouyYpadEws.)

xpnotuornowonkav w¢ epyaleia enetepyaociog depudtwy 1 yla ) oTABWON KEPAUIKWY ayyEiwv
(Ew. 10y).

Ta oxnuata anoteAoUvtal amo PECAlEC KAl UEYAAEG PNXEC NUODALPLKEC DLAAEC (LEPLKEG
dopég pe Nrua tpomidwon 1 He €€w vevov xeilog), Babltepeg odaALPIKEG ATLOOXNUES DLAAEG,
TiBoeLdN (LEPLKEG POPEG e KUALVEPLKO Aapo) kat cuotopa miBoetdn (Ewk. 9, 16, 17). Tmaviotepa
UTTAPXOUV KaL ULKPOTEPECG DLAAEG, KUTIEAAQ KOl LILKKUAQL. Ta TEPLOCOTEPA ayyela Exouv eAadpwg
KolAeg N eminedeg BAoeLS. IMavIOTEpA AMAVTOUV ayyeia Le SakTuAlooxnueg BAoeLc.

Yxedov OAa ta ayyeia daivetat ot eiyav Touldylotov pia Aapry aAAd, SUCTUXWE, OL TEPLOCOTEPES
arnd tic AapEg Sev €xouv Slaowbel, eMopévwe To AU TWV TUTIWV TWV AABWV Kal TWV avti-
OTOL{WV OXNUATWVY ayyeiwy mapapével acadeg (Ew. 11-13). Ot ueyaAeg KABETEG TAVIWTEG AAPEC
glval Kolwvég og OAeg TG dAoeLg Kot Sev gival SLAyVWOTIKEG yLa TN XPOVOAOYNGN TWV OyyEiwv
(T.X. ME OTEC aVAPTNONG, LOOTOELSELG, KEPATOELSELG, UE KEVTPLKI VEUPWON I KEPATA, LOOTOELSELG
anoduoelg [NN | Kvwoou kat petd, Tomkins 2007]).

Ewk. 12. AaPég pe kepatoeldr anodpuon Ewk. 13. H tofwtn Aafn tetpdywvng SLoToung
(tumou «wishbone»). Kal pla evpuTepn mapaiiayn pe SUTAA képata.

(H dwtoypadia Tng cuyypadewd.) (H dwtoypadia Tng cuyypadewc.)



8 TMEMPATMENA IB° AIEGNOYZ KPHTOAOTIKOY ZYNEAPIOY

Ewk. 14.'0Octpaka xeihoug amd Bablég pLaAeg pe emiBetn KAUTUAOYPAUUN Tavia,
n omola mpoeféxel Tou xelloug, kat emiBeto kopBio. (H dwrtoypadia tng cuyypadéwc.)

YTapxouv TaviwTtég AaBég Stadopwv TUTwV (e KEVTPLKA veUpwaon—winged) (Eik. 9b, ¢) kat AafEg
pe kepatoeldn amoduon (tumou wishbone), pe otpoyyuld kouBia otnv kopudrn (AN-MN
Kvwoou, Tomkins 2007) (Ewk. 12), TofwTtég AaPEC TETPAYWVNG SLATOUNC, KABWG Kal pia eupUTEPN
napoaAAayn pe dumAa képata (MN Kvwoou, Tomkins 2007) (Ewk. 13).

Eniong pe pLo TpoyeveoTePn XPOVOAOYNoN UTAPXoUuV OoTpaka Xelloug amo Bablég dpLaieg
HE €MIBeTN KOUMUAOYpaUUn Tawia, n omoia mpoe€éxel tou xethoug, kot emiBeto kopPio
(AN KvwooU) (Ewk. 14). Ielpéc and pkpd pootidla Katw omd to XeAog pkpotepwy dLaAwy,
opadec peyaAltepwv dlaAwv pe emnibeta paotidia (MN Kvwoou, Tomkins 2007) (Ewk. 15).
Eyxapaktn kat otypoeldng (pointillé) dtakdopnaon oe Stataén TUMOU «OKOKLEPAY» 1) O UETOTEC

Ew. 15.'00tpaka Ue mpooTiBEueva
TAQOTIKA odatpidla kal Talvies.
(H dwrtoypadia tng cuyypadEwc.)
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Ewk. 16. H eyxdpaktn Kat oTlypoeldnc dtakoopunaon (pointillé). (To oxédlo tng ouyypadEwe.)

(Ewk. 16). MBavotata eixe enibetn dtakdopnon (crusted), emiBeto KOKKIVO XpwHO UE AEUKO
véuwopa (MN KvwooU, Tomkins 2007). Yrtdpxel povo éva mopadetlypa KUpatoeldolg oTABWTAG
Slakoopnong ano ¢Lain pe nrua tpomnidwon (MN-NN | Kvwoou, Tomkins 2007).

Ta potifa Swakdéopnong pe Asukn Bodr amotelolvial amd amAd YEWUETPIKA oXESLa,
YpaupooKLaopéva Tpiywva ) oxEdla oXAUaTog «V», SLATETAYUEVA OE PETOMEG yUPW Ao ToV
AaLpo mboeldwv pe €€w vevov xeilog (Ewk. 170, y). Alya 6otpaka Slatnpolv opudseg KaApmUAwyY
VPOUMWY Slatetayuéveg og yiphavteg oto xeihog twv dpralwv (Ewk. 178). H mAeloPndia twv
00TPAKWY GEPEL yPATTH SLOKOOUNCN OO TPOCEKTIKA OXESLAOUEVEG AEUKEC, AEMTEC YPOUUEG,
av kot owlovtol HePKA mapadelypato eupUTepwV {WVWV HE TILO KATIPOCEKTEG» TIVEALEG
(Ew. 17B). Ot AaBéc Ntav eniong Pappéveg (m.x. po Aapn He KevIplk velpwaon Kot pia AaBn
tumou wishbone).

H xpovoAdynon tng KepauLkng pe Aeukn Slokdopnon otnpiletal amokAElOTIKA o GAAQ

SLayvwoTika OoTpaKa amod to onnAalo Twv MNeheknTwy Kat daivetal va elvat cuyxpovn pe t MN
N NN | tng Kvwoou, av kal dev urtdpyouv dnuoacteupéva napadelypata ano thv Kvwaoo.

QoTO00 0 KEPAMLKOG PUBUOG «AeUKO €Tl okoTEWVOU» elval eupswg Slabedopuévog og OO
to Awyaio kat dlaitepa ota Awdekavnoa kata tn Siapkela tng petaBaong armd NN-TN (NNII,

\\

\

) fe
AR
5 \

]
Ewk. 17. Zwypadlopéva ootpaka Ue AsUKO xpwua. (Ot dwtoypadieg kal ta oxedla tng ouyypadéwd.)

‘)
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TN IA, IB Kvwoou): ZaAlaykog kat ortnAato Avtutdpou (Evans and Renfrew 1968, Mavridis 2010),
InnAato Za otn Nago (Zachos 1987), Akpwtrpt otn Onpa (Sotirakopoulou 1996, 2008), Tnyavt
(Felsch 1988) kal ota katwtepa oTtpwpata Tou Katw onmnAaiov oto Aylo MdAa, onwg emniong
KOL OTO OVWTEPA OTpWUOTA Tou Avw ImnAaiou kot oto Epmopeio IX-X tng Zapou (Hood 1981),
oto onnAato tou Ayiou Mewpylou (otig KaAuBiéc) kal oto onnAato Koupelo (otov Apxayyeho)
otn Podo (Sampson 2003), OteAld otn Mukovo (Sampson 2002), oto onjhato OpayxbL otnv
ApyoAida (Vitelli 1999), oto omAaio tng Ayiag Tpuadog (Kapuotog) (Mavridis kat Tankosic 2009)
Kol 0To omnAato Ikotewrn (Oappouvia) otnv EUBola (Sampson 1993).

2XETIKH XPONOAOIHZH THZ KEPAMIKHZ

3TNV avatolkr) teploxn g Kpntng (otn xepoodvnoo Inteiag) dev eival yvwotég AANEG VEOALBLKEG
Boelg mpwv amo tnv tehiky NeoABukny (Nowicki 2014) kot n 1o Kovtivry oxéon eival pe tnv
Kvwaoo, av kat o mapaAAnALlopog dev sivat akplBng. MPoTakTikg UEAETN TNG KEPALLKNG SelXVeL
OTL elval MpwWLUN Kal KaAUTeEpn ouykplon eival pe tnv Kvwaood (kat tov Katoaumna). Jupdwva
pe tov Tomkins (2007) n kepapikn xpovohoyeitatl otnv AN-NN/mpwipn TN.

Me Bdon toug MapoAANALOHOUC oo TNV avaBewpPnUEVN KEPOULKNA Kol XpovoAoylkry aAAnAouyia
otnv Kvwoo (Tompkins 2007, 2014), To UAIKO arto To omiAalo Twv MNeAekntwv eivol cUyXpovo HE
™ Asyopevn Apxatotepn NeoAlBikn (Ztpwpata IX-111) mepiodo tng Kvwaoou, tn Méon NeoABikn
(Zrpwpata VII-VIB, Ztpwpa P), tn Nedtepn NeoABikn | (Kvwoou Ztpwpata VIB-V, Ztpwuata N, M,
L) kat pe tic apxeg tng Nedtepng NeoAlBikng Il (oto cuotnua tou Zapdpwv) (Kvwool Itpwua 1V,
Ytpwuota K, H, G). Ztnv Kvwoo autég ol pacelg xpovoloyouvtal yupw oto 5.900-4.500/4.000
TL.X. Agv UTtAPXEL KO paSLOXPOVOAOYNON Ao To oTtiAaLo MeAeknTwy.

Me Baon tnv anouacia Lotepn AvAAOYNC KEPAULKAC ortd TV Kvwad, Omwe m.x. KUTeEAAQ e TILo
€vtovn Tpomibwaorn, cuxvotepn XPNon Tng KUHAToeldoug Slakoounong, amoucia Kepatoeldwy
AaBwv Tou LOTEPOU TUTIOU «KAELOOKOKKAAOY (TL.X. VEEG KEPAULKEG UAEG KOl A0TIABWTN KEPALLKN)
npoteivetal éva terminus ad quem ylwa tn Xpovohoynon tg Neotepng NeoAlBikng mepldodou
oTo onNAaLo Twv MeAeknTwv.

Y& oxéon Ue tov eupUlTEPO Alyatako xwpo, amod ta MeAekntd anouotdlouy n emiBetn KOKKLVN
Badn (crusted), n emiBetn oxovoeldN g SLAKOTUNGN, Ol PLAAEC e ECWTEPLKA SLoyKWUEVO XeIAOC
tumou Kumtepe Ib (rolled-rimbowls), oL «kkapmodoxoL», to autoBeppatvopeva okeln «réchauds»,
1 ta Aekavoeldr okeln pe Siatpnta xeiln (cheese-pots), n kupatoeldic otA\wtn Stakdopnon
(pattern-burnished) kat aA\a Uotepa Slayvwotikd yvwplopoata (Phelps 2004). H amouoia
TETOLWV TUTTWV SLOKOOKNGNG ElvVaL TIEPLOCOTEPO EVOELKTIKN LA XPOVOAOYLKAG Sladopdg mapd
pLaG SLadopeTIKAC TOALTLOTIKAG TttAoyAG 1 SltadopeTikwy epLloXxwv aAAnAemidpaonc.
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